
Revised Draft Dehcho Land Use Plan  --  November 2005
-----     Summary of Conformity Requirements, Actions and Recommendations     -----

Action # 1 
 Traditional Economy 

The GNWT, in conjunction with Dehcho First Nations and other relevant government agen-
cies and departments, communities, and interested business organizations (e.g. Economic 
Development Corporations) will work cooperatively to research and document harvest sta-
tistics and quantify the economic value of traditional foods and materials to the Dehcho re-
gion. 

 
 Action # 2 
 Plant Gathering Areas 

Dehcho First Nations will develop a list of plants they consider culturally important and in 
need of protection within 1 year. 

 
 Action # 3 
Use of Guides and Monitors 

Dehcho First Nations will outline contract terms and develop a list of community members 
who are familiar with their traditional area and proficient on the land to act as guides and 
monitors on projects within 1 year. 

 
 Action # 4 
Use of Traditional Materials 

Dehcho First Nations will develop a strategy to educate the public about the importance of 
traditional materials in Dene culture and encourage the sustainable harvest, full use and 
sharing of these materials, including birch bark and animal parts, within 4 years.    

 
 Action # 5 
Non-Exclusive Geophysical Surveys 

DFN and Canada are directed to renegotiate these areas to harmonize these with the Plan’s 
Land Use Zones within one year. 

 
 Action # 6 
Commercial Fishing 

Dehcho First Nations will meet directly with the Great Slave Lake Advisory Committee to re-
solve the concerns of its membership within one year. 

 
 Action # 7 
Air Monitoring / Management 

Responsible government departments and agencies, in conjunction with DFN, will develop 
legally enforceable air quality standards and a legal mechanism to require compliance 
(through permitting or other means) and monitor compliance (through inspections) within 4 
years. 

 
 Action # 8 
General Silvicultural Practices 

Regulatory Authorities, in consultation with affected First Nations will establish appropriate 
silviculture practices for the Dehcho within 4 years. 

 
 Action # 9 
 Sport Fishing 

Regulatory Authorities will meet with communities to discuss their concerns about sport fish-
ing and develop a strategy to address them, including a review of sport fishing quotas and 
licenses, monitoring and enforcement of laws. 

 
 Action # 10 
Cumulative Effects Research (1) 

Regulatory Authorities, Dehcho First Nations and other interested Planning Partners will 
work together to develop habitat monitoring and assessment programs within four years to 
monitor the success of the Cumulative Effects Indicators and Thresholds and provide a ba-
sis for adaptive management. 

 
 Action # 11 
Cumulative Effects Research (2) 

Regulatory Authorities, government departments and agencies, businesses and industry or-
ganizations will work cooperatively to assess the impacts of the Cumulative Effects Manage-
ment Term described above on industry and the development of the Dehcho region within 
four years to inform future reviews and revisions of the Term. 

 
 Action # 12 
Cumulative Effects Research (3) 

Responsible governments will continue research on boreal woodland caribou to gather data 
on the following subjects: 

• Define caribou range for the purposes of population management with respect to de-
velopment 

• Determine and monitor boreal woodland caribou population trends 
• Identify and assess other factors affecting woodland caribou, including natural mortal-

ity and wildlife harvest levels   
• Identify and where possible quantify impacts to woodland caribou from various types 

of development 
• Quantify level of habitat use and avoidance around human disturbance features 

 
 Action # 13 
Cumulative Effects Research (4) 

Responsible governments, in consultation with the Committee and other planning partners 
will assess other indicators (biophysical and social), species and thresholds for inclusion in 
future revisions of this Term within four years so recommended changes can be included in 
the next Plan Revision.  The assessment will include defining appropriate data sources and 
methodology to assess and monitor those indicators.  The assessment will also include con-
sideration of a tiered threshold approach for new and existing indicators. 

 
 Action # 14 
Cumulative Effects Research (5) 

Responsible governments, in consultation with the Committee and other planning partners 
will identify appropriate revegetation standards for human disturbance areas based on wild-
life habitat needs and conduct an assessment of historic human disturbances to determine 
which areas have naturally regenerated or reclaimed. This Action is to be complete within 
four years.     

 
 Action # 15 
Cumulative Effects Research (6) 

Responsible governments, in consultation with the Committee and other planning partners 
will identify appropriate access control measures that if used, would effectively mitigate lin-
ear disturbance impacts on wildlife.  This Action is to be complete within four years. 

 
 Action # 16 
Cumulative Effects Research (7) 

Responsible governments, in consultation with the Committee and other planning partners 
will assess the influence of natural disturbances (e.g. fire) and other factors such as resident 
and traditional hunting on the current cumulative effects indicators and thresholds and rec-
ommend revisions to address these factors as appropriate.  This Action is to be complete 
within four years. 

 
 Action # 17 
 Economic Development Strategy 

Dehcho First Nations, relevant government agencies and departments, interested business 
organizations (e.g. Chamber of Commerce, Economic Development Corporations) and busi-
nesses will work cooperatively to develop and implement a strategy or action plan to identify 
key business opportunities the Dehcho should focus on, and how they can maximize 
Dehcho benefits from current and future development. 

 
  

List of Actions:  
Recommendation # 1 
Respect Dene Laws, Values and Principles 

Everyone operating in the Dehcho should familiarize themselves with the Dene Laws, Values and Prin-
ciples and conduct their business in conformity with them. 

 
 Recommendation # 2 
 Fire Feeding Ceremony 

Developers should show respect for the land before starting a new operation.  This can be done by 
having a Fire Feeding Ceremony prior to breaking ground.  Developers should hold a Fire Feeding 
Ceremony with the local First Nation prior to commencing new operations to show respect for the cul-
ture and use of resources. 

 
 Recommendation # 3 
 Show Respect 

Developers should respect the Dehcho First Nations as stewards and first occupants of the land.  De-
velopers should talk to First Nations first about their operations rather than waiting until they have to 
through consultation requirements.  Developers should respect First Nations’ knowledge, comments 
and decisions. 

 
 Recommendation # 4 
 Sharing 

The Dehcho First Nations are sharing the natural resources.  Developers should share the benefits 
with Dehcho First Nations through training, revenues and jobs, etc.  

 
 Recommendation # 5 
 Take Only What You Need 

The communities do not see the need to develop everything now just because they can.  They want to 
save resources for future generations as well.  Developers should develop a strategy to ensure long -
term benefits accrue to communities from current and future operations.  

 
 Recommendation # 6 
Do Not Waste 

Developers can implement this principle in a number of ways.  Developers should:  
• Ensure that all aspects of operations are as efficient as possible.   
• Ensure that incidental use of resources (e.g. trees harvested to clear seismic lines) are not 

wasted but used efficiently or offered to someone who can use them.   
• Ensure the operation does not require more natural resources to access and extract the target 

resource than what you actually get out.   
• Minimize the footprint of operations and reduce the amount of natural habitat cleared or dis-

turbed.  This includes concentrating operations, sharing access, and reusing existing cut lines 
and trails,  

• Develop and use Best Available Technologies and Best Management Practices to increase effi-
ciency. 

• Reduce flaring by pooling gas volumes until sufficient quantities are available to make transport 
economically feasible where practical. 

• Ensure optimum, responsible recovery of resources while minimizing energy and other resource 
expenditures (e.g. water), taking into consideration the full economic and environmental costs 
required for enhanced recovery procedures. 

 
 Recommendation # 7 
Use and Recognition of Traditional and Cultural Knowledge (1)  

Businesses and governments should strive to integrate traditional and cultural knowledge into all as-
pects of their activities and decision-making that affect Dehcho lands and residents to ensure activities 
are culturally as well as environmentally appropriate.   

 
 Recommendation # 8 
Use and Recognition of Traditional and Cultural Knowledge (2)  

Businesses and governments should actively recognize and promote the value of traditional and cul-
tural knowledge by providing opportunities for local residents or established employees to make use of 
their cultural skills and knowledge through appropriate employment opportunities, incentives and rec-
ognition.  Examples include Elders Committees, environmental monitors, hiring local harvesters to pro-
vide cultural foods for camps, using respected community members to run cross -cultural training pro-
grams, hiring cultural advisors and liaisons, Cultural Innovation Awards, etc.  

 
 Recommendation # 9 
Culture and Language 

Communities, non-government organizations, aboriginal organizations and businesses should work co-
operatively to create more opportunities for Dene cultural and linguistic experiences.   

 
 This could include: 

• Establishing more on-the-land programs, 
• Establish training opportunities for traditional harvesting activities and traditional food process-

ing,  
• Establishing Slavey language classes in each community and at large worksites,  
• Providing opportunities for Elders to pass on their knowledge through regular cultural events,  
• Establishing cross-cultural training programs for new workers, 
• Putting more emphasis on language and cultural training in schools;  
• Integrating Slavey words and phrases into workplace culture, signage and communications,  
• Providing employees cultural leave, and 
• Providing access to or hosting cultural foods and events (e.g. drum dances, feasts).  

 
 

 Recommendation # 10 
 Visual Quality 

Developers are encouraged to consult with affected First Nations and/or local governments to deter-
mine acceptable visual impacts on the community and traditional land use and occupancy areas from 
the proposed development. 

 
 Recommendation # 11 
Use of Guides and Monitors (1) 

Developers are encouraged to notify First Nations of the location of their activities at least 10 days be-
fore arrival on site and hire a local guide or monitor to accompany them.  If a guide or monitor will be 
used on site, Developers should determine reporting requirements in consultation with the guide or 
monitor based on their knowledge of the area and the activities planned.  

 
 Recommendation # 12 
Use of Guides and Monitors (2) 

Dehcho First Nations should consider exploring the use of guides and monitors through the Dehcho 
Process negotiations. 

 
 Recommendation # 13 
 Existing Rights, Dispositions, Authorizations and Activities 

Developers of existing rights, dispositions, authorizations and activities in the Dehcho are encouraged 
to harmonize their activities with the intent of the surrounding zone wherever possible.  

 
 Recommendation # 14 
Mackenzie Valley Pipeline (1) 

The Mackenzie Valley Pipeline is expected to cross Zones 1, 3, 4, 5, 19, 21, 22, 23 and 29 and lie 
within Zone 30 (the Special Infrastructure Corridor).  The Developer of the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline or 
an alternative pipeline with similar specifications should recognize the values and intent of these un-
derlying zones and harmonize its activities with the intent of those zones.   

 
 Recommendation # 15 
Mackenzie Valley Pipeline (2) 

The Developer should consult with the Committee to determine if specific mitigation measures are re-
quired to address significant values in these zones.     

 
 Recommendation # 16 
Air Monitoring / Management 

Developers should conduct their operations in conformity with Alberta Energy and Utilities Board Guide 
60:  Upstream Petroleum Industry Flaring, Incineration, and Venting wherever possible.  Ambient air 
quality for criteria pollutants should not exceed Maximum Desirable Level or Maximum Acceptable 
Level concentrations, whichever is lower, as established under the Canada Wide Standard by the Ca-
nadian Council of Ministers of the Environment wherever possible.  Ambient air quality for Toxic Air Pol-
lutants (see definitions) should not exceed Short-Term and Long-Term Effects Screening Levels estab-
lished by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality wherever possible.  

 
 Recommendation # 17 
 SMART Principles 

Regulatory Authorities are encouraged to apply the SMART (Sustainable Model for Arctic Regional 
Tourism) Principles in approving and regulating tourism operations in the region as listed in Appendix 3 
of the Revised Draft Dehcho Land Use Plan. 

 
 Recommendation # 18 
 Leave No Trace 

Regulatory Authorities will encourage individuals and tourism operators visiting the Dehcho territory to 
follow Leave No Trace guidelines during their stay. 

 
 Recommendation # 19 
GHL Hunting 

The Committee recommends that the Dehcho First Nations and governments establish Special Har-
vesting Areas for the exclusive use of Dehcho First Nation harvesters through the Dehcho Process ne-
gotiations. 

 
 Recommendation # 20 
 Visitor Quotas 

DFN and communities are encouraged to meet with Regulatory Authorities should there be a need to 
establish visitor quotas restricting total number of visitors and group size to maintain the wilderness ex-
perience and protect the ecological and cultural values of the region.  Discussions will need to address 
development and implementation of such a system, including registration, monitoring, management 
and enforcement. 

 
 Recommendation # 21 
Agricultural Practices (1) 

Agricultural development should minimize clearing, draining and the use of chemicals.    
 
 Recommendation # 22 
Agricultural Practices (2) 

Communities, governments and agricultural organizations should work together to address the many 
obstacles to agricultural development in the north with the goal of increasing local production and use 
of agricultural products.  The development of new policy and regulatory instruments such as a GNWT 
Procurement Policy as recommended in “Common Ground – NWT Economic Strategy 2000” could pro-
vide the necessary incentives to move this goal forward.   

 
  

Recommendation # 23 
Cumulative Effects Research 

The Committee, in consultation with governments, DFN, industry and other interested organizations 
will review the Cumulative Effects Management Term annually to determine if it is achieving the desired 
goals and will make revisions as required to achieve these goals.  

 
 Recommendation # 24 
 Significant Features and Seasonal Restrictions 

Aircraft should maintain a minimum altitude of 650 metres whenever safe and practical when flying 
over Significant Habitat Features listed in Table 3 relating to waterfowl or migratory birds during critical 
periods, other than for licensed wildlife research and monitoring purposes.  The Developer will consult 
with the Dehcho First Nations and Regulatory Authorities to determine the location of significant fea-
tures.   

 
 Recommendation # 25 
 Secondary Industry 

Dehcho First Nations, Governments, businesses, communities and Economic Development Corpora-
tions should work cooperatively to promote and establish more secondary industries appropriate to the 
Dehcho environment. 

 
 Recommendation #  26 
Dehcho Business Development 

Governments, Developers and other planning partners are encouraged to use Dehcho and Northern 
businesses wherever possible, and develop additional policies, procedures and incentives to assist 
Dehcho and Northern businesses become established and compete effectively in the marketplace.  

 
 Recommendation # 27 
Health and Social Issues 

Responsible government departments and agencies should increase training and funding available for 
community Health and Social Services (counseling, interagency planning, more RCMP officers, A&D 
programs, parenting workshops, etc.) to improve health and social conditions.  

 
 Recommendation # 28 
Money Management (1) 

Appropriate government agencies, departments and Dehcho First Nations are encouraged to establish 
community money management workshops aimed at both individuals and community level organiza-
tions to teach principles of sound financial management and long-term planning.   

 
 Recommendation # 29 
Money Management (2) 

Businesses are encouraged to assist employees to learn proper money management through semi-
nars (e.g. how to set up a bank account, use of credit, RRSPs, long -term planning, etc.) and different 
payroll systems (e.g. direct deposit rather than paycheques). 

 
 Recommendation # 30 
Camps and Communities 

Developers are encouraged to work with communities to determine camp locations and identify appro-
priate interactions between the camp and community. 

 
 Recommendation # 31 
 Flexible Shift and Holiday Options 

Employers are encouraged to provide as much flexibility as possible in allowing employees to choose 
the most appropriate work hours and shifts to meet their needs.  This applies equally to selection of va-
cation periods, to allow families to coordinate vacation times to the greatest extent possible.  

 
 Recommendation # 32 
Capacity Building 

Communities, governments and Regulatory Authorities should make capacity building a key factor in all 
decision making, and a key focus of their administrations.  Programs and policies should seek to en-
courage developments and businesses which do not strain or overwhelm current capacities, and which 
provide or promote opportunities for: 

• education and training,  
• local hiring practices,  
• flexible qualification requirements which respect alternatives to traditional education levels,  
• joint ventures, 
• partnerships,  
• community ownership,  
• revenue sharing, and  
• local contracting/purchasing preferences. 

 
 Recommendation # 33 
Development Awareness 

• Governments, Developers and Dehcho First Nations should engage in more community consul-
tations and public education programs to increase public awareness about development and fa-
cilitate participation.  Business operators should provide site tours and develop educational ma-
terials (videos, pamphlets, school programs, etc.) to better inform local communities about their 
activities. 

List of Recommendations:  

Species Breeding Season                                                                                                                       
(rutting, spawning, mating areas) 

Birthing Season                                                                                                                 
(calving, lambing, denning and 

nesting areas) 
Migration                                                                                                                 

(Migratory Bird Sites, staging 
sites, water bodies) 

Bison Mid-July to Late September 
(Peak early August) 

April to July (Peak May) NA 

Woodland Caribou (Boreal & 
Mountain eco-type) 

Early October to early November Mid-May to Mid-June NA 

Grizzly Bears Late June to early July Mid-Jan to mid-March NA 
Marten July to August Late-March to April NA 
Moose Mid-September to Late-November Late-May to early-June NA 
Sheep Mid-November to Mid-December Early May to late June NA 
Wolverine Late April to Early September Late March to Mid April NA 
Goats November Late-May to Mid-June NA 
Fish 
Migratory Birds, Waterfowl May to June June to July March to May; August to October 
Whooping Crane Late April – May May – September Late April to Mid-May; Late Septem-

ber to October 

To be determined through consultation with DFN, and Regulatory Authorities     

Table 3.  Critical Life Cycle Periods:  
Indicator Threshold Species Area Calculation 

Corridor or Road Density 1.8 km/km2 Corridor Density (includes cut-
lines, winter roads, all-weather roads, 
transmission and utility corridors) 

Woodland Caribou 
(Rangifer tarandus caribou) 

Oil and Gas ¼ Grid 

0.6 km/km2 Road Density (includes winter 
and all-weather roads) 

Grizzly Bears 
(Ursus arctos) 

Oil and Gas ¼ Grid in Western 
Dehcho (SMZ 20, 26, 27, 28, 
29 and GUZ) 

Habitat Availability <10% of land disturbed N/A Zone boundaries 

Minimum Patch Size and Core Area Critical: >65% medium core areas (> 515 
Ha); 

Woodland Caribou (Rangifer tarandus 
caribou) 

Zone boundaries 

Critical: >65% large core areas (> 1000 
Ha); 

Grizzly Bears 
(Ursus arctos) 

Zone boundaries in Western 
Dehcho (SMZ 20, 26, 27, 28, 
29 and GUZ) 

Stream Crossing Density <0.5 crossings/km2 Fish Oil and Gas ¼ Grid 

Table 2.  Cumulative Effects Indicators and Thresholds:  

List of Conformity Requirements:  
Conformity Requirement  # 1 
 Land Use Zones 

No new land or water uses will be permitted unless they are in conformity with the permitted uses as shown in the 
Map and Table of Land Use Zones and Permitted Uses. 

 
 Conformity Requirement  # 2 
Use and Recognition of Traditional and Cultural Knowledge  

Regulatory Authorities will require all applications for new land and water permits, licenses, and authorizations to 
document both traditional knowledge and scientific information where appropriate.  Traditional Knowledge will be 
documented in accordance with the affected First Nations’ Traditional Knowledge Policies and Protocols, where such 
documents exist.  The level of data collection required will be appropriate to the scale and nature of the activity and 
the potential to impact traditional land use and occupancy. 

 
 Conformity Requirement  # 3 
 Protection of Significant Traditional Land Use and Occupancy Sites  

Regulatory authorities will require applications for new land and water uses to assess the impact of the proposed ac-
tivities on known historical, archaeological, traditional land use and occupancy sites including burial grounds, sacred 
sites, cabins, trap lines, and cultural sites as identified by the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre and local 
Dehcho First Nations.  Applications will demonstrate consultations with appropriate Regulatory Authorities and af-
fected First Nations and individuals whose cabins, traplines or other traditional land use and occupancy sites are af-
fected, in order to develop appropriate avoidance buffers and mitigation measures that ensure the protection of im-
portant cultural, heritage, and traditional land use and occupancy sites within the area of their proposed development 
project.  The degree of consultation and mitigation will be appropriate to the scale and nature of the activity and the 
potential to impact traditional land use and occupancy sites.  Regulatory Authorities will require support of the af-
fected First Nations for all proposals to remove heritage resources from DFN lands.  Pursuant to the Northwest Terri-
tories Archaeological Sites Regulations, the investigation of archaeological sites and removal of heritage resources 
from DFN lands must be conducted under a NWT Archaeologist’s Permit. 

 
 Conformity Requirement  # 4 
Hydro-Electric Development 

Regulatory Authorities will require that all applications for new land and water uses demonstrate full and meaningful 
consultation by the Developer with affected communities and individuals based on current best practices as defined 
by policy, legislation, case law, agreements and negotiations.  This is separate from any consultations required by 
the Crown as part of their fiduciary duties.  The degree and nature of consultation required will be appropriate to the 
scale and potential impacts of the proposed development.  Consultation will begin prior to the application and will 
continue throughout the life of the proposed development.  Consultation includes full and direct reporting of develop-
ment activities to the affected communities in plain language. Consultations will be done in English and the local lan-
guage. 

 
 Conformity Requirement  # 5 
 Plant Gathering Areas  

Regulatory authorities will require that all applications for new land and water uses demonstrate coordination with af-
fected First Nations to identify plant gathering areas to be avoided or mitigated for, including, but not limited to those 
plant species listed in Appendix 2.  Regulatory authorities will require applications to include a survey of these plants 
for the development area and the mitigation measures that will be used to ensure continued access to these plant 
species for community use. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 6 
 Existing Rights, Dispositions, Authorizations and Activities 

Subject to applicable regulatory requirements, Acts and Regulations, all rights, dispositions, authorizations and ac-
tivities existing on the day prior to Plan approval in the Dehcho territory are permitted, including development arising 
from rights existing on the day prior to Plan approval, even if they do not conform to the Land Use Zones.  These ex-
isting rights, dispositions, authorizations and activities are allowed to continue as non-conforming uses.  These inter-
ests are further defined as follows: 

• Renewal of permits, licenses and authorizations for existing rights, dispositions, authorizations and activities 
are allowed.   

• There may be instances where it is not possible to construct required infrastructure within the boundaries of 
existing rights, dispositions, authorizations or activities for physical, environmental or cultural reasons.  Where 
such factors exist, any non-conforming associated infrastructure required for the development of rights, dispo-
sitions, authorizations and activities may extend beyond the existing boundary of those rights, dispositions, 
authorizations or activities to the minimum extent that can be reasonably justified to mitigate physical, envi-
ronmental or cultural issues.   

• Existing rights, dispositions, authorizations and activities are not subject to the Terms of the Plan. 
• If an existing right, disposition, authorization or activity expires or lapses, it seizes to be considered “existing”, 

and any new activities associated with those prior rights, dispositions, authorizations or activities are consid-
ered new activities and would be subject to the full extent of the Plan.   

• If an application is made for a permit, license or authorization to alter the existing non-conforming use, then 
the application is considered a new activity and is subject to the full extent of the Plan. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 7 
Contaminated Sites 

Activities related to clean-up and reclamation of contaminated sites are permitted in all zones, in consultation with af-
fected communities. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 8 
Non-Exclusive Geophysical Surveys 

Non-exclusive geophysical surveys will be permitted in areas as shown in Map 2.  Where such areas fall into Con-
servation Zones or Special Management Zones that restrict geophysical operations (i.e. those that restrict oil and 
gas), these activities will be permitted as non-conforming uses, subject to existing regulatory processes and approv-
als. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 9 
Minor Infrastructure 

Type B land use permits and water licenses relating to minor infrastructure as defined in the Plan are permitted 
within Special Management and General Use Zones.  The Committee will consider exceptions for any future applica-
tions for Type B land use permits or water licenses relating to minor infrastructure in Conservation Zones providing 
they demonstrate: 

• An immediate need for the infrastructure; 
• The reasonably foreseeable future infrastructure needs of the region have been considered in the selection of 

appropriate design and location; 
• Environmental, social, economic and cultural values were considered in selecting the site; and 
• Appropriate mitigation measures are in place to buffer ecologically and culturally sensitive areas from im-

pacts. 
 

 Conformity Requirement # 10 
Granular Resources 

As per S. 20 of the IMA, Regulatory Authorities may issue new permits in Conservation Zones under the Territorial 
Quarrying Regulations only: 

• For sources of material which had been opened prior to Plan approval; 
• For new sources of material required for essential community construction purposes; 
• With the consent of the Dehcho First Nations; or 
• In cases where, in the opinion of the Minister of DIAND, no alternative source of supply is reasonably avail-

able in the surrounding area and after consultation with the Dehcho First Nations. 
 

 Conformity Requirement # 11 
Access 

Regulatory authorities will manage access (including seasonal roads, all weather roads, pipelines, and transmission 
or utility corridors) in the Dehcho by requiring the following: 

 
•  Developers will submit an access planning study with all applications for new access corridors which demon-

strates: 
reasonably foreseeable access needs for the zone have been considered, 
the most appropriate type and/or level of access for the zone, 

that meaningful consultation has been held with affected First Nations on the construction, operation and 
abandonment of the corridor, 

that meaningful consultation has been held with other potential users of the proposed access corridor;  
• Developers will submit a routing study with all applications for new access corridors which considers alterna-

tive routings and demonstrates: 
how the proposed corridor is the least environmentally or culturally damaging option, and    
how the Developers will minimize the area affected by the project, the intensity of disturbance, and use 

the best available technology to minimize environmental impacts; 
• New access corridors will be routed through General Use Zones or Special Management Zones in order of 

preference;  
• New Access corridors may be permitted through Conservation Zones providing the application demonstrates 

the following: 
There is no reasonably feasible alternative to the proposed corridor through the Conservation Zone, and 
The proposed corridor must be the shortest possible length through the Conservation Zone, while avoid-

ing the most sensitive ecological and cultural areas and ensuring Dehcho First Nation(s) traditional land 
use and occupancy activities in the area are not disturbed; 

• Once an access corridor has been established through a Conservation Zone, all future access through that 
zone will follow the existing corridor unless the Developer can demonstrate that:  
The proposed activity cannot proceed without a new access corridor,  
The proposed activity and new access corridor will benefit the local residents and communities, and 
The new corridor meets all the conditions listed above for access through a Conservation Zone. 

• New access corridors to communities must be supported by the affected First Nation and local government. 
 

 Conformity Requirement # 12 
Mackenzie Valley Pipeline 

Subject to regulatory approval and any conditions imposed on them by the appropriate Regulatory Authorities and 
Agencies, development of the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline or an alternative pipeline with similar specifications will be 
permitted within the Special Infrastructure Corridor (Zone 30).  The Plan recognizes the need for access and infra-
structure outside of this corridor.  The pipeline corridor, additional access, gravel resources, camps and minor infra-
structure will be managed in accordance with the above Terms for Access, Granular Resources and Minor Infrastruc-
ture.  Regulatory Authorities will direct larger infrastructure requirements to be located in General Use Zones and 
Special Management Zones in order of preference.  Pipeline infrastructure will be considered a permitted use in 
Conservation Zones providing it meets the following conditions: 

 
•  There is no reasonably feasible alternative to the proposed location of infrastructure in the Conservation 

Zone; 
• The proposed infrastructure avoids the most sensitive ecological and cultural areas and ensures Dehcho First 

Nation(s) traditional land use and occupancy activities in the area are not disturbed; 
• The proposed infrastructure minimizes the area affected, the intensity of disturbance, and uses the best avail-

able technology to minimize environmental impacts; and  
• The Developer can demonstrate that meaningful consultation has been held with affected First Nations on the 

construction, operation, reclamation and abandonment of the infrastructure. 
 

 All future expansions or tie-ins and related infrastructure, will be subject to the full extent of the conditions in each of 
the underlying zones.  It is not anticipated that feeder pipelines will extend across any Conservation Zones during 
the next 5 years.  Any requests to address future expansion of the pipeline and related infrastructure will be ad-
dressed during Plan revision. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 13 
Commercial Fishing 

Regulatory Authorities will only permit commercial fishing on lakes with the support of the affected First Nation.  This 
term does not apply to Great Slave Lake, which will continue to be managed by the Great Slave Lake Advisory Com-
mittee. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 14 
Water Monitoring / Management (1) 

Regulatory Authorities will manage activities / water crossings upstream of and around community water intakes in 
accordance with the CCME Drinking Water Guidelines wherever possible.  Where background conditions or extenu-
ating circumstances make such guidelines inappropriate, Regulatory Authorities will ensure best practices are used 
to avoid or mitigate impacts to drinking water quality. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 15 
Water Monitoring / Management (2) 

Regulatory Authorities will ensure water users minimize the use/loss of water for industrial processes through best 
available technologies.  Regulatory Authorities will ensure that all wastewater will meet or exceed CCME Freshwater 
Aquatic Guidelines wherever possible.  Where background conditions or extenuating circumstances make such 
guidelines inappropriate, Regulatory Authorities will ensure best practices are used to avoid or mitigate impacts to 
the aquatic environment.  Regulatory authorities will manage long-term (20 years) water quality and quantity to stay 
within 10% of baseline levels as determined by monitoring and ensure no net loss of wetlands and shorelines. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 16 
Water Monitoring / Management (3) 

No hydroelectric development that involves flooding or impoundment of water will be permitted on the Mackenzie 
and Liard Rivers as per DFN Leadership Resolution #2 from November 2001 (see Appendix 4).  Run of the River 
Hydroelectric Development (defined as developments where no or little impoundment takes place and the natural 
river flow is utilized with no seasonal regulation) will be permitted on other rivers outside of Conservation Zones, 
subject to the support of affected First Nations and local governments.  Rivers and tributaries in the Dehcho region 
will remain substantially unaffected in quality, quantity and flow. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 17 
Mine Reclamation Planning and Security 

Regulatory Authorities will not allow any mining activity requiring a permit, license or authorization to be approved, 
initiated or continue unless an accepted, updated Closure and Reclamation Plan (C&R Plan) is on file and security 
has been posted in a sufficient amount and type to cover the full costs of closure and reclamation as described in the 
accepted, updated reclamation plans.  For minor or short term activities for which separate C&R Plans are not cur-
rently required, reclamation plans will be clearly described in the project application and security amounts will be de-
termined based on those activities.  For greater clarity, Regulatory Authorities will not approve applications for devel-
opment unless the conditions listed below for reclamation planning and security are met. 

 
 Reclamation Planning 

• C&R Plans or reclamation sections of project applications – referred to here as “reclamation planning”) will 
clearly define the reclamation goal to be achieved at the end of the activity. 

• The reclamation goal will be defined in advance of project initiation in consultation with affected communities 
and will be consistent with the intent and objectives of the surrounding land use zone as described in the 
Dehcho Land Use Plan. 

• Where it is not possible to completely reclaim a component of mining activities (e.g. residual structures, tail-
ings pond, contamination or other “mining legacy” which will continue to exist once reclamation is deemed 
complete), and where the mining legacy has the potential to impact the health or well-being of affected First 
Nations or communities, the proposed reclamation goal must clearly state this and be accepted and sup-
ported by affected communities and First Nations. 

• The reclamation goal will be a key consideration in mining activity design to reduce the impacts and need for 
reclamation at all stages of the project.  This will be demonstrated through the consideration of alternative 
methods and best practices in project design. 

• Reclamation planning will describe all activities necessary to achieve the reclamation goal and include item-
ized cost estimates. 

• Reclamation planning will provide for progressive reclamation (phased reclamation) wherever possible.   
• Reclamation planning will include an enforceable deadline for completing all reclamation phases (not includ-

ing post-closure monitoring). 
• Reclamation planning will include parameters for long-term post-closure monitoring as required (and deter-

mined by risk analysis) to ensure no unanticipated impacts will result from mining activities. 
• Reclamation planning will be reviewed and updated every 5 years, with a Final Reclamation Plan being sub-

mitted and accepted in the final year of operations.  Interim and Final Plans will consider the use of new tech-
nologies to improve the reclamation goal.  Amendments to reclamation plans will meet or exceed the initial 

reclamation goal, but will not lower it.   
• Failure to update or submit reclamation plans will result in a suspension of operations until the plans are sub-

mitted and accepted.  
 
 Reclamation Security 

• Security will cover the full cost of all required categories of work as described in the accepted reclamation 
plans, including: 
Compliance with environmental and public health/safety requirements during operations; 
Reclamation;  
Closure and interim operations until reclamation is complete; 
Cleanup;  
Post-closure, including short and long-term monitoring and site maintenance;  
Responding to unpredicted catastrophes; and 
Any special or supplementary costs deemed necessary for activities that use cyanide leaching or other 

toxic chemicals to extract minerals from the ore. 
• Costs will be determined by Regulatory Authorities or a third party and be based on costs for the government 

or a third party to do the reclamation work. 
• Costs will factor in inflation for the life of the mining activity and closure and reclamation periods. 
• Security will be in the form of cash or independently guaranteed instruments (not reachable by the Develop-

ers creditors under bankruptcy) and liquid. 
• The security deposit must be secured and used only for closure and reclamation work on the proposed min-

ing activity. 
• The security should be available to the developer to use for accepted closure and reclamation activities pro-

viding an accepted Final Reclamation Plan is on file and cost estimates are below the total amount posted.      
 
Failure to post additional security required as a result of revisions to reclamation plans, or failure to maintain ade-
quate security (e.g. where a surety bond or other financial security instrument expires), will result in an immediate 
suspension of operations until sufficient security is posted. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 18 
Revegetation 

Regulatory Authorities will require Developers to use seed mixes for revegetation that do not include invasive plant 
species as defined by ENR.  Regulatory authorities will require developers to use seed mixes native to the Northern 
Canadian Boreal Forest as they become available. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 19 
Community-Based Forest Management 

All new forest operations will be conducted as per sections 47-56 of the Interim Measures Agreement.  The GNWT 
will work cooperatively with First Nations to increase the percentage of timber processed in the Dehcho territory. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 20 
 Timber Recovery 

Regulatory Authorities will require Developers to minimize the loss and waste of timber resources by applying the 
following conditions to new applications for land or water uses: 

• Developers will minimize timber harvesting /clearing for non-forestry land uses by reducing width or reusing 
existing clearings, right of ways, roads, trails and operational areas, or using non-forested lands where feasi-
ble.   

• Where timber cutting cannot be avoided and is not required by the Developer, Developers will notify and pro-
vide opportunities for local forestry operations or First Nations to undertake timber recovery or make use of 
the cut wood for firewood or local building needs, providing the recovery operations do not increase the level 
of environmental disturbance.   

 
 Conformity Requirement # 21 
 Prevention Measures and Salvage Logging 

Forest management activities required for fire and disease prevention (including harvesting and prescribed burns) is 
permitted in any zone with the support of affected First Nations.  Salvage logging is permitted following fires, disease 
or insect infestations in Dehcho forests with the support of affected First Nations, providing that salvage activities will 
not increase the level of environmental disturbance or hinder natural regeneration processes. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 22 
Big Game Outfitters 

Regulatory Authorities will not issue any new Big Game Outfitters Licenses in the Dehcho territory. 
 

 Conformity Requirement # 23 
 Fishing Lodges 

Regulatory Authorities will not approve any new fishing lodges in Zone 5 without the written support of Sambaa K’e 
First Nation. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 24 
Digital Pre- and Post-Operation Mapping 

The MVLWB will require Developers to provide to the Dehcho Land Use Planning Committee, affected First Nations 
and communities, and Regulatory Authorities digital mapping of their proposed development (new roads, seismic, 
well sites, cut blocks etc…), as GPS waypoints, shapefiles, digitized air photos, or satellite imagery at a minimum 
resolution of 5 metres at the time the application is submitted and within 30 days following completion of the activity, 
to allow monitoring of the actual development footprint. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 25 
Cumulative Effects Management 

The Committee and Regulatory Authorities will cooperatively manage cumulative effects for new developments in 
the General Use and Special Management Zones using as a minimum, the species, indicators and thresholds set 
out in Table 2 and using the criteria described below under Conformity Determinations for each indicator.  Regulatory 
authorities will not approve new applications for land or water use that cause any of the thresholds to be exceeded, 
as determined by analysis completed by the Committee, or as submitted by the Developer if supported by better 
data not available to the Committee.  Existing Rights, Dispositions, Authorizations and Activities are exempt from ap-
plication of the thresholds.  A pipeline constructed and operated in Zone 30 will also be exempt from this Term.  This 
term will be reviewed annually in consultation with the Committee, governments and other planning partners and re-
vised as required. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 26 
 Significant Features and Seasonal Restrictions 

Regulatory Authorities will require all Developers to avoid physical disturbance of Significant Habitat Features and 
Significant Environmental Features as defined in the Plan at all times of year, and increase avoidance of occupied or 
suspected Significant Habitat Features to 250 m during critical life cycle periods as listed in Table 3 unless Develop-
ers can demonstrate that there will be no long term negative impact on wildlife.  If Developers are using previously 
existing trails or disturbed areas and discover a significant feature, Regulatory Authorities will permit them to con-
tinue using the existing trail or disturbed area providing doing so reduces further disturbance to the site.  The Devel-
oper will consult with the Dehcho First Nations and Regulatory Authorities to determine the location of significant fea-
tures. 

 
 Conformity Requirement # 27 
Community Infrastructure and Expansion 

All existing community infrastructure outside of current community boundaries will continue as an existing use for as 
long as it is required.  The Committee will consider exceptions for any future applications to expand community 
boundaries, relocate a community or develop new infrastructure. 

 
Conformity Determination: The Committee will review applications for new community infrastructure or expansion of 
community boundaries and will consider an exception providing it demonstrates that: 

• There is an immediate need for the expansion or infrastructure; 
• The long-term (at least 20 years) needs of the community have been considered in the selection of the new 

infrastructure or community boundaries; 
• Environmental, social, economic and cultural values were considered in selecting the site; and 
• Appropriate mitigation measures are in place to buffer ecologically and culturally sensitive areas from im-

pacts. 


