
Orand Chief Herb Norwegian
Debcho First Nations
Box 89, Fort Simpson, NT
By Fax: 867-695-2039

Heidi Wiebe
Executive Director
Debcho Land Use Planning Committee
Box 199, Fort Provi~ NT
By Fax: 867-699-3166

Dear Mr. Norwegian and Ms. Wiebe.

This letter is in i"SG-porise to our discussions and as a follow-up to d1e C(XJID1tmity meetina
in February. 2006.

As you are a~ Peh~h Ki First Nation has worked hard since 2000 to protect
Pebd7.eh Ki Ndeh as a cuItUIal area through the Northwest Territories Pro~ Areas
StI'ateaY (PAS). Pebdah K.i First Nation put faith d'aa.t the PAS would be the best tool to
address DebCho--Sahtu PeMzzb Ki Deb overlap issues, given that PdxIlrh J(j Ndeh
included both Sahtu aIxf Dehcho pi«.cs of dte Blackwater Lake watershed. We received
strong support from the Dehcbo First Nations and the Dehcho Land Use Planning
Committee in the PMt to protect this area and ~ tbaDk you for d1is. Ho~, aftcr
several years of trying to ~ to obtain support from the Sahtu leadership to }X'Otect
Pehdah Ki Ndeh tmSUC~y, Pe~h Ki First Nation ~ decided to move forward
with just the Dehcho portion of Pehdzeh Ki Ndeh. Weare ready to move to the next step
to protect Pe~~ K.i Ndeh beftxoe it is too lafr..

While Pcl1dzeh Ki First Nation suppoi"~ sustainable development. our Dlembenhip hu
glUt eo8cems with the poposal to protect only a small portion (35%) of Pehd7..eh Ki
Ndeh throulh the Pipeline Settlcment Agreement land wid1drawa1s 8Id through the
designation of these l8Dd withdrawals as a ConservatitXl Z,(X1e in ~ Final Draft of die
Dehcoo Land Use Plan. We ~ 8UpJK)It this proposal as is. We cannot leave 63% of
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our most important lands open to mining and oil aIKi gas. We have worked too long and
too bard over the years to lose ground on protecting Pehdzeh Ki Ndeb.

At the same time, we rcoognize that a lot of hard work bas gone into both the land
withdrawal negotiations and the development of the Dehcbo Land Use Plan and we do
not want to stop these. Thetefore we ate requesting that the proposed General U~ Zones
(areas completely ~ for development) within the PehdZ£h Kl Nddl PAS AJea of
Ink~ be changed to Special Management Zones (where only renewable resource
~lopment is permitted). We feel this is the only option that is compatible with our
plans to protect Pehd7A:h Kj NddL Non-renewable ~ development ~ as. minillg
or oil and gas is incompatiblc and win only make trouble in the futJ.IIe if they are allowed

now.

To be dear. Pehd7.e1a Ki Fant N.ti08 W08k1- be ~ to .,,~ ~ -, ~ 6e
Final Draft of the Debc- Lad Use Plan if:

1. Ae Pipeliae ~--~ Agr~1t laad 1ritIIdnwais withiD Pehdzeh Ki
N" ~-:iii- to be designated as a C.nservatioB Zene;

1.. 6e sarnJ..di8g are nc.- 6e r~1t K1 N'dD PAS Area .r mfftOest JJe
d~.pated 88 . Speci8I MM.-* z..e (w-~ ...,. T.-r:.~ F..~~
and ApicabWft be per..ittEd -); ~

3.. file i""~ Set.DIC8i A,;.~_:"" w-"RW...wa a8d ae m8iDg iB the
~cho l.a88d U. PI81a wII not prejudice ftte size. and boundary or tfIe
~~;..~~ Ki ~ PAS Aft8 of 11IfeR8f .- oar ~Jhmuai(y~s efrol1s io

~it.

On bebalf my Q)I,'.1.uni'i ..1 &: diet ytN ~ this ~uesi
our efforts to IdJieve mil p~~ ofca~ Ki NdtJt.

Mahsi Coo,

/:; H~t~'1--
Cbjef

Ki First Nation
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