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Dehcho Land Use Planning Committee 

 
February 22, 2006 
 
Chief Keyna Norwegian 
Liidli Kue First Nation 
P.O. Box 469 
Fort Simpson, NT   X0E 0N0 
 
 
RE: Requested Zone Changes to the November 2005 Revised Draft Land Use Plan 
 
 
 
Dear Chief Norwegian, 
 
On February 15, 2006 we held two meetings with Liidli Kue First Nations at your request to 
address outstanding concerns you raised at our Regional Forum the previous week – an 
afternoon session with your council, and an evening session for Elders and Harvesters.  Please 
see the attached maps we digitized from these meetings.  The first map shows the lines drawn 
at the sessions, while the second map shows the resulting changes in zoning if the proposed 
changes are accepted.  As per our discussions, the Committee will carefully consider your 
community’s request for changes, but we cannot guarantee that changes will be made.   
 
We recognize LKFN’s concern that some harvesters’ areas are not protected by the current 
zoning.  However, as explained at the meetings, zoning is not the only mechanism for protecting 
land and traditional use areas.  The Plan includes 77 Terms that protect the land, water, social 
and cultural well-being of communities and residents, including requirements to avoid or 
mitigate disturbance to traditional land use and occupancy areas.  The Terms set high 
standards for development to protect these values and will only allow development to proceed if 
they are met.  This is the first line of protection in the Plan that allows some development to 
proceed while protecting community interests.  Most of these Terms currently apply throughout 
the Dehcho region, regardless of what type of zone it is.  Conservation Zones, which restrict Oil 
and Gas, Mineral, Forestry and Agricultural development, should only be used where no 
development can occur because the area is very significant to the community and region.     
 
LKFN has requested a high level of protection for lands around its community.  This may be 
further increased by a request from Allen Bouvier on your behalf last Friday (February 17th) for 
us to come back and map additional lands to be protected for other harvesters.  At this time, 
there are very few lands open for resource development in the region, especially around Fort 
Simpson, from which the community might derive some employment and contracting 
opportunities.  Communities, and the region as a whole, must also consider the need for future 
economic development.     
 



As you know from the Regional Forum, the Committee is facing significant challenges from 
other planning partners regarding the level of conservation in the Plan; further increases will add 
to those difficulties.  Other Dehcho communities have also requested zoning revisions to 
increase the level of conservation in the Plan.  The Committee is concerned that continually 
increasing the level of conservation, especially this late in the planning process, may jeopardize 
approval of the Plan.  The Committee will carefully consider all requests for revisions before 
making a decision and will revise the land use zones as appropriate to achieve the goals of the 
Dehcho territory.  We will be raising this for discussion at the next DFN Leadership meeting to 
get direction on how to proceed. 
 
Regarding your request for another visit, we are booked up with other communities and 
planning partners who also have outstanding issues.  However, we will be in Fort Simpson for 
the DFN Leadership meeting from March 8-10th.  We encourage you to set up a meeting with 
any remaining harvesters for an evening discussion with us during that period.  Given our 
concerns with continually increasing levels of conservation, we will require your presence, as 
the Chief of LKFN, at this meeting to provide us with direction on which areas are priorities for 
protection for your community and which should be opened for development under the Terms of 
the Plan.     
 
If you wish to meet with us during the Leadership meeting, please let me know the date, time 
and location you have selected.  If you have any questions, please contact me at (867) 699-
3164 or hwiebe@dehcholands.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Heidi Wiebe, Executive Director 
Dehcho Land Use Planning Committee 
 
 
Cc:  Herb Norwegian, Chairman, Dehcho Land Use Planning Committee 
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